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St Philip Howard Catholic School
Mobile Phone & Smart Device Policy
1. Introduction

St Philip Howard Catholic School recognises the role of technology in modern life.
However, mobile phones and smart devices can distract from learning, create safeguarding
risks, and disrupt the calm, purposeful environment we expect. This policy ensures a safe,
respectful and focused school community.

2. Aim

This policy sets clear expectations for the responsible management of mobile phones and
smart devices. It supports a mobile-phone-free school day, in line with statutory DfE
guidance (2026), to:

e Protect learning time
o Reduce distraction

o Promote wellbeing

o Safeguard students

3. Legislation and Guidance (2026 Update)
This policy reflects the following statutory requirements:
Children’s Wellbeing and Schools Act 2026 — Section 36

e From 29 June 2026, all state-funded schools must have regard to statutory
mobile-phone guidance.

e Schools must ensure pupils do not have access to mobile phones during the school
day.

DfE Statutory Guidance (January 2026, made statutory April 2026)
“All schools should be mobile-phone-free environments by default.”

e Pupils must not have access to phones at any time during the school day, including
breaks and lunchtimes.

o Case studies allowing phones in bags or pockets were removed because they still
allowed access.

Ofsted (from 1 April 2026)

e Inspectors evaluate both the policy and its implementation as part of behaviour and
attitudes.

Existing Powers

Schools retain the legal authority to confiscate, retain or dispose of a pupil’s property where
reasonable.

Page | 2



4. Expectations

St Philip Howard Catholic School operates a “see it, hear it, take it” policy.
e Phones must be switched off before entering school grounds.
e Devices must not be seen or heard at any time on site.

e Once students are on the school site they must not use devices before school, after
school, during break, or lunchtime.

o Sixth Form students may use devices only in the Sixth Form Centre or Café.

This meets the statutory requirement that pupils must not have access to phones during the
school day.

5. School Responsibility

The school is not responsible for loss, theft, or damage to mobile phones or smart devices.
Students are strongly advised not to bring valuable devices to school.

6. Exceptions
Exceptions are permitted only where necessary for:
e Medical monitoring (e.g., diabetes apps)
e Specific SEND needs
Students with approved medical needs will receive a medical access card.
School trips may set their own expectations, communicated in advance.

7. Use of Mobile Phones in an Emergency

If a student needs to contact home urgently, they must request support from staff at
Reception. Phones must not be used during emergencies such as fire drills, evacuations, or
lockdowns.

8. Consequences for Breaches (Per Term)
First Incident
e Device confiscated and stored securely
o Returned after a parent/carer meeting
e Recorded on Edulink
Second Incident
e Device confiscated for 3 school days
o Parent/carer meeting with Leadership Team
o Additional sanctions may apply
o Recorded on Edulink
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Third Incident
o Device confiscated for 5 school days
o Parent/carer must collect device in person
« Further preventative/disciplinary actions may follow
e Recorded on Edulink
Subsequent Incidents
e 10 school days confiscation
Devices are not held over weekends or holidays.

9. Inappropriate Use Outside School

Where misuse outside school affects student welfare or safety, the school may inform
parents/carers and relevant agencies and apply sanctions where appropriate.

10. Education and Awareness
The school will continue to educate students on:
e Responsible digital behaviour
e Online safety
o Digital citizenship
¢ Risks of mobile-phone misuse

This supports the DfE’s expectation that schools promote safe and responsible technology
use.
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