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Dear Parents and Carers 
 

 

Reading the newsletter reminds you what a 
busy, vibrant, successful and creative 
community SPH school is.  I feel very blessed to 
be a part of it all.  There are so many 
opportunities for our wonderful children and it 
is a great joy witnessing the fun and friendship 
they gain from these experiences.  None of this 
would happen without the dedication of our 
staff and the support of our parents, so thank 
you to all parties involved!  Please do have a 
good read of all the fabulous events from this 
half term; they only scratch the surface of 
everything which has gone on. 
 
 

 
Thank you too, for your contributions to the survey, which closes this week.  We have had 
over 400 responses from parents, which represents in the region of 800 of our students.  I 
am sorry that some of you had trouble doing the survey when you have more than one child 
at SPH.  The issue was something to do with IP addresses, which is resolved by using a 
different device to complete the survey.  We will feedback in full after half term and create 
a “You Said – We Did” board, so if you are still to complete the survey, please access it via 
the emailed link. 
 
I do hope you have a wonderful half term break, whatever it is that you are up to.  Over 40 
of our lucky students are flying off today to Canada for a ski trip.  You might not be going 
quite as far, but whatever you do, I hope it involves lots of fun with the family, investing in 
those nearest and dearest to us and recuperating for what I am sure will be an equally busy 
next half term at school. 
 
 

Have a wonderful half term and God Bless. 
 

David Carter 
 
 

Continue reading for more news.. .. .. .. 



Public Speaking is alive and well at SPH 

 
Churcher's College, Petersfield was the venue for the 2020 ESU public speaking contest. Two teams and two 
observer's along with Mr Stewart and Mrs Brogan attended the event. The topics were varied this year, but 
our year 10 boys' team, consisting of Kai Edwards, James Caldow and Kyran Creighton-Moore settled on 
debating the motion 'Has Political Correctness Gone Mad?' while the year 9 girls (Lois Hollingsworth, Abigail 
Clarke and Abigail Clegg) debated the motion 'Children Should be Seen and Not Heard.' These were difficult 
topics to unpick but both teams offered solid arguments and evidence. It was a real pleasure to have 
accompanied these very creative individuals and see all their hard work demonstrated in a short 14 minute 
debate. All were a credit to SPH.  
 
The debate format for competitions varies, and what makes the ESU different is that the speaker from each 
team joins a different team for the debate. Students have 30 minutes to prepare with their new speaker, so 
the Chairman and Questioner really need to think on their feet and use close listening skills. Both teams did 
an amazing job; both being commended by the judges for their performance against the tough competition 
of Churcher's College and Seaford College. Lois Hollingsworth won Best Questioner and special mention was 
made of Speakers Abigail Clegg and Kai Edwards.  
 
Earlier in the year, our senior team, Mollie Finniear, Maddie Hallam and Ben Lewis made it through to the 
Rotary Club semi-final. They will be competing for a place in the final on Tuesday 11th February at Downlands 
Community College. We wish them luck.  
 
If you are interested in joining the debate team, please come along to our meetings at 1pm on Wednesdays 
in room 52.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs A Brogan, Head of English 
 
  



 
Big congratulations to the senior debate team who produced a polished and sophisticated performance at 
Tuesday’s Rotary Club Debate Competition. Mollie, Ben and Maddie beat off stiff competition from Sussex 
area schools, and now go through to battle at Farnham on March 7th. We wish them all the best!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs A Brogan, Head of English 
 
 

 
Thursday 6 February was Harry Potter Book Night and to celebrate, pupils took part in a number of activities 
in the Reading Hub throughout the day.  As well as puzzles and a ‘pin the sock on Dobby’ game, at lunchtime 
teams of students (and one member of staff) participated in a Harry Potter quiz.  There was no clear winning 
team, but everyone involved seemed to enjoy the day, and students were rewarded after school with cake 
to round off the celebrations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs M Farndell, Library Co-ordinator 

Public Speaking Success 

Harry Potter Book Night – Thursday 6 February 2020 



Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night Time – Yr 11 GCSE Drama 

 
Year 11 GCSE Drama students were 
very lucky again this year to perform 
at The Arundel Playhouse as part of 
the preparation for their final GCSE 
exam performance.  The students 
have been working incredibly hard 
during the course, they have grown 
in confidence and skill as performers. 
They studied The Curious Incident of 
the Dog in the Night-Time by Simon 
Stephens in class and selected two 
extracts to interpret and perform for 
the moderator.  The audience had a 
wonderful evening and the 
moderator is sure to be impressed 
when she sees them! 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Mrs M Williams, Head of Performing Arts 
Dropping off or picking up from school 
 
 

Dance House, Alexandra Theatre, Bognor Regis - Thursday 27 February 

  

The House of Dance is a local Arts driven initiative dedicated to supporting and 
encouraging the development of innovative and exciting dance.  It is a great 
opportunity for our students to share their dance work with an audience, as well 
as other schools, in collaboration with professional artists and theatre technicians. 
 
This year, Years 7, 8 and 10 will be performing a piece they have created in extra-
curricular club and our GCSE Dancers performing a piece inspired by some of the 
set GCSE works, both performances will be on the evening of Thursday 
27 February at the Alexandra Theatre. Tickets can be purchased for just £5 for 
children and £10 per adult.  This is a great evening of dance not to be missed!  
 
Use the following link to purchase your tickets now:  

 
https://alexandratheatre.ticketsolve.com/shows/873610046/events/128245946 or call the Box Office on: 
01243 861010 
 

Book early to avoid disappointment! 
Mrs C Yates, Leader of Dance 

 
 
 



 

News from our Bosco Teaching School Alliance 

 
A new year and a busy time in our Teaching School Alliance! We are again welcoming over 30 NQTs for another 
of our ‘Thrive’ teaching training sessions. This time we are looking at how we can promote differentiation and 

resilience in the learners in our schools. 
 

In addition, we also welcomed over 20 of our 
secondary School Direct trainees, from across 
schools in West Sussex, to our Inspire Them Day. 
Our focus was on metacognition and cognitive 
science; ‘how do our students remember big 
bodies of knowledge’? The trainees were 
learning memory skills techniques that they 
could teach to pupils to help them to learn lots 
of information, in many different subjects – 
can you count to 10 in Chinese? Do you know 
the last 7 venues for the Olympic Games or 
the first 10 elements in the Periodic Table in 
order of their proton number? Our pupils in 
7 St Edmonds could after just 15 minute 
mini-lessons using these techniques! 
 

 
 
Our School Direct teacher training 
programme across our alliance of local 
primary and secondary schools continues to 
thrive. We have already recruited a new 
cohort of trainees who will begin their formal 
training with Bosco TSA in September 2020. 
If you know of anyone who is looking to 
#getintoteaching and join our future cohort, 
please ask them to get in contact via our website 
www.boscocet.org.uk/tsa. 
 

Graham Jones, Director of Bosco Teaching School Alliance 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Please remember to label your child’s belongings. 

 We can reunite students with their favourite pair of 
trainers, PE kit etc, if they are labelled! 

http://www.boscocet.org.uk/tsa


Spanish Exchange 

 
It has been a busy time in the Language department! We were very lucky to welcome 33 pupils from Seville 
here at SPH.  We took part in many activities together, in and outside of school, which was great fun! Thank 
you to all the lovely SPH families who hosted the students and thank you to Mrs Isaacs for hosting the 3 
teachers.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Views from some of our students: 
 
The Spanish Rep was fun, and it was nice to meet people our own age but speak a different language.  We 
learned a lot during the activities and also made a lot of friends.  London was fun as we were allowed to walk 
around London with our new friends.  Max George, 10Cu 

It was a great experience meeting the Spanish Reps.  I had an amazing time.  I enjoyed going on the trip to 
London and bowling with them as well.  I found it very useful speaking in Spanish and English and helped me a 
lot.  We did other activities like playing games which was also fun. Lucie Fisher, 10ED 

All the Spanish people were lovely, very good at English and kind to everyone.  We went to London for a day 
(Camden Market) and enjoyed each other’s company.  We had a lovely time and it was a great experience. 
I would love to see them again! Phoebe Mulcahy, 10Du 

El primero dia, we met the Spanish students.  It was nice meeting them but also quite awkward.  We next saw 
them on Monday and we played some games and it was very fun.  Tuesday we went to London which was 
interesting and great fun.  On Wednesday it was the last day and was sad to see them leave. 

Will Brook, 10Du 

I really enjoyed the Spanish Euro Rep because it helped me improve my Spanish during activities like the 
bilingual board game.  I also made some new friends.  My penpal was also very nice.  I think the London trip 
was the most fun part, even though we walked a lot! Sanjana Binoj, 10Du 
 

Miss N Mabile, Head of MFL 
 
 
 

 

6th Form Art Students visit Tate Modern 
 

Last week the AS and A’ Level Art and 
Photography students took a trip to 
London to visit the Tate Modern in the 
morning, before heading over to the 
Natural History Museum, Science 
Museum and the V&A in the afternoon. 
While at the Tate, the Art students viewed 
an exhibition exhibiting the wide variety 
of work created by the ground-breaking 
artist Dora Maurer while the Photography 
students studied the work of prolific 
photographer Dora Maar along with a 
selection of pieces by Picasso.  We then 
had the opportunity to explore the 
sculptural fountain by Kara Walker 
currently on display in the Turbine Hall.  
 
After lunch it was time to head to South Kensington where students selected from one of the museums to 
visit and explore ideas for their individual exam projects.  A hugely inspiring and successful day had by all.  

Miss K Hudson, Head of Art 
  



Highlights of the Yr 9 / 10 Spanish Study Trip 

 
After a long day travelling and discovering Málaga on Monday, we spent the day in 
sunny  Jaén on Tuesday. Students spent a lot of time with their penpals at their 

school Torre Olvidada. Whilst 
we were very impressed by 
the warm welcome we 
received, we were equally 
impressed by our students’ 
positive attitude. Later on in 
the evening, students got a 
chance to sample a lot of 
authentic Spanish food at the 
Tapas night and we were very 
pleased to hear comments 
such as "I love Spanish food" 
or "I want to live in Spain". 

On Wednesday, students 
practised their Spanish 

buying food at the local market, in preparation for their Masterchef competition. It was lovely to see how 
much they enjoyed the experience and to watch their confidence grow. Back at the hotel, they worked like 
Michelin star chefs to impress their teachers ....and they did just that! In the afternoon, we visited the castle 
of Santa Catalina and enjoyed beautiful views across Jaén. In the evening, they met again with their penpals 
for a game of bowling. 

On Thursday, we enjoyed 
another beautiful and sunny 
day in Granada. After a first 
stop at the Science Park 
where students enjoyed 
interactive activities, we 
headed off to the very 
impressive Alhambra 
fortress.  We then had some 
shopping in the centre of 
Granada and many students 
chose to buy churros! So 
good to see them embracing 
Spanish culture in this way. 
In the evening, we met the 
Spanish penpals for a disco 
and once again, our students 
were very good at embracing the 
Spanish party culture. 

On our last day, we had a tour of Madrid with our very charismatic tour guides Enrique and Giovan. They 
managed to cover 2000 years of history in two hours and made it so fun that despite a very tiring week we all 
learnt a lot.  

Mrs S Stangroom, MFL Teacher  



News from the Chaplaincy Team 

 
Days of Reflection 
This half term has been full of chaplaincy events as usual, one of these events being the year 10 Days of 
Reflection. These days were held offsite for each year 10 form group at Our Lady of Sorrows Catholic Church 
in Bognor Regis. The Chaplaincy Team led these days focusing on faith, doubt and temptation and all students 
were able to engage with each other about their faith life. Being so close to the beach was a real blessing as 
every day we managed to get down to the sea for some social time.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A New Home for the Chaplaincy! 
The chaplaincy team are enjoying their new room in the 
reading hub, which has recently been redecorated. This 
new space is ideal for hosting groups, such as the Alpha 
group which is run by students in the 6th form on 
Thursday lunchtime. Alpha is a place to discuss faith, 
and involves meeting for food, conversation and a 
video each week. Anyone is welcome to pop by and see 
us when you have a free moment and fancy a cuppa 
and a biscuit!  
 
 
 
 

 
Time to Talk Day 
On Thursday 6th February, the school marked “Time to 
Talk Day”, which aims to get the nation talking about 
mental health. Each form group had a presentation 
during form time, and Mrs Cartmel and Mary George 
(one of the chaplains) were in the Reading Hub at 
lunchtime, encouraging students to think about how to 
have conversations around mental health. 
  



Sporting Success 
 
Over the year, we have seen an incredible number of students participating in extra-curricular clubs and 
fixtures, with all students performing to a high level. With more and more fixtures across all sports, we have 
maintained our involvement in all fixtures, competitions and tournaments with impressive results.  
 
The year 11 girls’ basketball team have maintained a 100% win record throughout the year, scoring over 170 
points in the process.  In addition, they have also repeated this fate in their local netball league, winning each 

of their games with a goal difference of over 80 points! 
 

Our year 7 girls’ football team won a recent 
tournament, involving 7 other participating 
schools. They won each of their games, 
showing great teamwork and work ethic 
throughout. They now travel to London at the 
end of the month to compete against other 
finalists from across the South of England. 
 
Other successes include both our year 8 rugby 
team, who have recently won their local 
league, winning 50 points to 20 in their 
recent final, to complete their own grand 
slam!! Our year 9 rugby team have also 
continued their impressive record, with 
their most notable win coming in the county 

cup. We now look forward to their semi-final. 
 
Boys’ basketball has been particularly popular here at SPH, with recent results showing how far they’ve come 
due to their continuous hard work and dedication to fixtures. The Under 14 boys’ team have finished their 
season unbeaten, winning their local final 32-28 against Bishop Luffa. 
 
We recently took 40 year 7 and 8 students to 
Bishop Luffa to compete in the indoor athletics 
competition, with the prize going forward to 
represent West Sussex in Crawley. The evening 
was competitive, with seven schools battling it 
out to move on to the next round. Each team did 
themselves and SPH incredibly proud, and out of 
the four categories, two teams finished first. 
They will now compete at the K2 in Crawley in 
March.  
 
To add to our recent successes, Mr Lumbard 
took 16 year 7 and 8 students to Chichester to 
compete against other local schools. All 16 
students worked tremendously well, with 
Michael Rowe (8DU) coming 1st out of over 60 
students across all schools.  Michael’s win helped the year 8 
boys’ team secure first place overall in their particular age group. 
  



We have recently started collating student attendance at extra-curricular clubs to track participation and 
popularity of each sport throughout the week. We encourage all students to attend an extra-curricular club 
to develop their involvement and progress in a range of sports.  Below is the QR code to sign in at all clubs. 
Students must complete this before starting their chosen club.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As a result of these recent successes, we now sit 2nd in the overall Sussex Schools game standings, with more 
fixtures, events and competitions to follow. Our aim is to continue these individual and team successes across 
all year groups and hopefully finish 1st across all school by the end of the year! 
 
We thank all students, parents and teachers for their continued support and hard work with all things PE here 
at SPH!  
 

PE CLUBS Girls Boys 

Monday After school: 

Badminton (all years) 

Football (all years) 

Running Club (all years) 

After school: 

Badminton (all years) 

Yr 11 Rugby 

Running Club (all years) 

Tuesday Lunch: Badminton / Table Tennis 

After school: 

Yr 7-9 Netball 

Yr 9-11 Basketball 

Lunch: Badminton / Table Tennis 

After school: 

Yr 7 Rugby 

Yr 9-10 Football 

Wednesday After school: 

Handball (all years) 

Yr 10-11 Netball fixtures 

Rugby (all years) 

After school: 

Handball (all years) 

Yr 11 Football 

Thursday After school: 

Yr 9-10 Netball 

Yr 7-8 Basketball 

Lunch: Basketball (all years) 

After school: 

Yr 10 Rugby 

Yr 7-8 Football 

Friday Before school: Indoor Football (Yr 7-8) 

After school: 

Gymnastics (all years) 

Before school: Indoor Football (Yr 7-8) 

After school: 

Gymnastics (all years) 

Mr J Binfield, PE Teacher 
 
 
Continue reading for calendar and term dates ..   



 

17-22 February: Half term  

26 February:  Ash Wednesday 

27 February:  Dance House 

5 March:  Yr 9 Options Evening 

12 March:  6pm Yr 11 Exam Prep Evening 

16-20 March:  Yr 10 Work Experience 

25-26 March:  GCSE Art Exam 

6-17 April:  Easter Holiday 

20 April:   Start of Summer Term 
 
 

 

 

 

 

ACADEMIC YEAR 2019-20 

 

Spring Term 2020  

Start of Term:   Tuesday 7 January 2020 

Half term:    Monday 17 – Friday 21 February 

End of Term:   Friday 3 April (close at 3.05pm) 

Easter Holiday    Monday 6 – Friday 17 April 

 
 
 
Summer Term 2020 

Start of Term:   Monday 20 April 2020 

May Bank Holiday:  Friday 8 May 

Half term:    Monday 25 – Friday 29 May 

Staff Inset:   Monday 22 June 

End of Term:   Friday 17 July (early close 12.40pm) 

 


